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Course Grid
Department 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

LATIN
3 years of Latin is
required

Latin 1
Latin 2
Latin 3

*Latin 1 is required for all
new 9-12th students

Latin 2
Latin 3
Latin IV

*Latin 1 is required for all
new 9-12th students

Latin 3
Latin IV
Latin V

*Latin 1 is required for all new
9-12th students

Latin IV
Latin V

*Latin 1 is required for all new
9-12th students

ENGLISH
4 years required English 9 AA English 10  AA

English 11
African American Literature
AP English Language and
Composition

English 12
African American Literature
AP English Language and
Composition

MATHEMATICS
Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2
1 additional
required

Algebra 1
Algebra 1 AA

Geometry
Geometry AA

Algebra 2
Pre-Calculus
Probability/ Statistics
AP Calculus AB
CCP Algebra
CCP Introductory Statistics

Algebra 2
Pre-Calculus
Probability/ Statistics
AP Calculus AB
CCP Introductory Statistics
CCP Algebra

SCIENCE
Biology
Chemistry
1 additional
required

Biology Chemistry
Environmental Science
Astronomy
AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science

Environmental Science
Astronomy
AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science

SOCIAL STUDIES
Modern History
American History
1 additional
required

Modern History American History
AP US History
AP Human Geography

American History
AP US History
AP Human Geography

African American History
American History
AP US History
AP Human Geography

*Three years of Latin is required for graduation from Spencer Center.

**Students may opt out of their second semester of physical education by successfully
completing 2 seasons of  interscholastic athletics between 9th-11th grade*
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Elective Course Offerings (2022-2023 School Year)
Semester Electives Year Electives Year Electives

Financial Literacy
(11-12) Art I (7-12) AP Environmental Science (11-12)

Computers (7-8) Art 2 (10-12) AP Human Geography (9-12)

P.E. (9-12) Art 3/ Art Independent Study (10-12)*** AP US Government (11-12)

Study Hall (10-12) Concert Band (9-12) AP Language and Composition (11-12)**

Literature for Life (7-8) Probability/Stats (11-12) AP Calc AB (11-12)

Health (9-12) Beginning Strings (7-12) Pre-Calculus (11-12)

College/Career Choice
(12) Spanish 1 (7-12) Intermediate String Orchestra (7-12)

AA History CCP College Algebra (11-12)* AP Psychology (11-12)

African American History CCP Introductory Statistics (11-12) * Spanish II (8-12)

Accountancy
Career(9-12) Exploration
& Planning African American Literature (11-12) ** AP Chemistry (11-12)

Creative Writing (11-12) Latin I, Latin II, Latin III, Latin IV, Latin V Google Certification IT Support (9-12)

Film & Literature (11-12) AP US History (10-12) Intermediate Band (7-12)

Google Certification UX Design (9-12) Environmental Science (11-12)

Astronomy (11-12)

CCP Enrollment Options and Processes:

CCP courses are available to students through the University of Cincinnati, Sinclair, and
Cincinnati State.  For information on enrollment and registration, students collaborate with
the high school counselor, initially, and college counselor.

* Course is taught by a Spencer Educator and through Sinclair. Requirements: CCP Intent
Form prior to May 1st and application to Sinclair. Students will remain on Spencer Campus

** Denotes an ELA Course that can take the place of English 11 and/or English 12.
*** Permission letter from educator is required.

ALL AP Courses require teacher and parent permission form signed and returned to the counselor.
Three years of Latin is required for graduation from Spencer Center

.
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COURSE CATALOG
Not all courses are offered every school year.

Accounting

Accountancy Career Exploration and Planning
Grade Level 9-12
Prerequisite: None
1 Semester,  (1 credit hour at Miami University of Ohio upon completion)

This course is the Miami University of Ohio, ACC 256 Accountancy Career Exploration and Planning taught by a
Spencer Center educator in collaboration with Miami University staff. This course will explore the historical,
current and possible future role of the accounting profession in the domestic and global economy. Students
will understand the various standard setters and opportunities for the accounting profession to interact and
influence the outcomes of business organizations.  This course will assist accountancy majors to explore career
interests in future accountancy positions within public accounting,private industry, or governmental positions.
Specifically, the course will focus on helping students understand the variety of career opportunities available
to accounting majors.

Art
Art I
Grade Level 7-12
Prerequisite: None
2 Semesters

The first course in the major sequence of high school art at Spencer focuses on largely two-dimensional art
during the first semester.  Students learn basic observational drawing skills, then proceed through color theory.
At midyear, students take a look back to the period in art history known as Modernism.  Second semester
focuses mostly on three-dimensional art, and students look at both contemporary art and design, and complete
projects in sculpture and design.  Students will keep a sketchbook throughout the year, where they take notes,
complete mini-lessons, and do their own exploratory sketches.  Students participate in critiques of one
another’s work throughout the year, and learn to critically assess their own work according to given criteria.
Films, supplementary readings, visiting artists/designers, and field trips enrich the classroom activities.

Art II
Grade Level 8-12
Prerequisite: Art I
2 Semesters

Art 2 students at Spencer vote on what direction students have the most interest in as a group, with some
assignments directly prescribed and led by the teacher, and some student-led.  Students will be given a broad
range of experiences in two-dimensional and three-dimensional art making;  will complete at least one
art-history based research project, and will have ample opportunity to work on independent study of their
choice.  Films, supplementary readings, visiting artists/designers, and field trips enrich the classroom
experience.  Students participate in critiques of one another’s work throughout the year, and learn to critically
assess their own work according to given criteria.  Art 2 students are learning to become independent explorers
of the art world, in order to spark lifelong enjoyment of visual art and art making.
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Art III (Art Independent Study)
Grade level: 9-12
Prerequisite: Art 2 and instructor approval
2 Semesters

Art 3 students have the choice of either participating in teacher-led projects throughout the year, OR creating
an individualized plan, where they set their own goals with teacher input.  Students who take the course purely
for enjoyment will investigate new ways to enjoy their aesthetic experience.  Students who have a serious
interest in the visual arts/design as a career choice, can begin to assemble a criteria for their developing
portfolio, and set goals accordingly.  All students will be expected to complete at least one project referencing
art history, as well as one project related to the world of contemporary art or design.  Films, supplementary
readings, visiting artists/designers, and field trips enrich the classroom experience.  Students participate in
critiques of one another’s work throughout the year, and learn to critically assess their own work according to
given criteria.

Computer/Technology
Computers 7/8
Grade Level: 7, 8
Prerequisite: None
1 semester

This course teaches students to use Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. By the end of the course students
should be able to use these programs for all the projects and reports they will need to produce at Spencer, in
college, and later in life. This is a lab course, so most work will be done in class.

Web Design Fundamentals
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: None
1 semester

This course will teach students how to design and create Internet pages. Students will do several projects
including creating their own personal content web site.

Introduction to Programming
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Computer Applications, Web Design Fundamentals, Algebra 1 and/or Teacher Approval
1 semester

This course will teach students how to efficiently program computers using Javascript  programming language.
Topics covered include program structure, elementary data types, keyboard input, formatted output,
assignment operations, arithmetic operations, standard math library functions, and selection control structures.
Students will be introduced to  problem solving.

Google Certification: IT Support
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None
2 Semesters

Google Certification: UX Design
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite: None
2 Semesters
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English

English 7 AA
Grades Level 7
Prerequisite: Language Arts 6
2 Semesters

This course will cover skills in reading comprehension and analysis, argumentative and explanatory writing,
creative writing, speaking and listening, and non-fiction analysis through thematic units structured to expose
students to multiple types of text; including but not limited to: articles, novels, poetry, short stories, art, media,
music and current events.

English 8 AA
Grades Level 8
Prerequisite: English 7AA
2 Semesters

This course will cover skills in reading comprehension and analysis, argumentative and explanatory writing,
creative writing, speaking and listening, and non-fiction analysis through thematic units structured to expose
students to multiple types of text; including but not limited to: articles, novels, poetry, short stories, art, media,
music and current events.

English 9 AA
Grades Level 9
Prerequisite: English 8AA
2 Semesters

This course introduces various text types beyond the “traditional” literary text and   in a student-centered
learning environment. Students have the opportunity to engage in their reading with text analysis and evidence
citation, in their writing with critical response and  analysis, in technology with the use of digital text and
multimedia resources, and in listening and speaking with inspiring and thoughtful discussion and debate.
Students will make connections to real-world experiences while demonstrating proficiency of the writing
process through routine writing tasks and larger research-based projects.  Summer Reading is required.

English 10 AA
Grade Level 10
Prerequisite: English 9AA
2 Semesters

This course continues the student-centered learning environment, while expanding their knowledge of and
deepening their skills in text analysis and critical response.  This course is designed to prepare students for
advanced ELA courses, including AP English (Gr 11- 12, when offered). Students prepare writing portfolios and
projects for evaluation and assessment.  Summer Reading is required.

English 11 AA( American Literature)
Grade Level 11
Prerequisite: English 10AA
2 Semesters

This course studies literature and other texts  to provide students with an understanding of  the development of
literature in English, while continuing to develop their critical analysis skills in reading, writing, and speaking in
order to prepare them for post-secondary  studies. This course fosters the idea of  using  literature to
understand the human experience and to make connections with others. Students prepare writing portfolios

6



and research projects for evaluation and assessment.  Introduction to the Common App (for college) will be
included in this course.  Summer Reading and writing are required.

English 12 AA (British and World Literature)
Grade Level 12 or AP Language and Composition
Prerequisite: English 11AA
2 Semesters

This course continues the study of  literature and other texts (all genres, new and old)  with a more in-depth use
of  critical analysis skills in reading, writing, and speaking in order to prepare the students for post-secondary
studies. This course fosters the idea of  using  literature to understand the human experience and to make
connections with others. Students prepare writing portfolios and research projects for evaluation and
assessment. The Common App and college essays will be included in this course.  Summer Reading and writing
are required.

African American Literature**
Grade Level 11 - 12
Prerequisite:  English 10 AA/English 11 AA
2 Semesters

This is a course that introduces students to the writing of persons of African descent in North American and/or
around the world. Students examine and critically study the themes, content, and structure of
African-American throughout different time periods; could include the exploration of black identity,
condemning racism and celebrating the unique aspects of African American literature.  **Denotes an ELA
Course that can take the place of English 11 AA and/or English 12 AA.

AP Language and Composition
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: English 10AA and Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

This advanced course is centered around the reading and writing standards in Ohio’s Learning Standards for
English Language Arts. It is designed to develop the writing and language skills students need for success in
their secondary school program, in their daily lives, and in a global society. Students will compose oral, written,
and media text consisting of organized subject matter and experiences emphasized in English. The course
prepares students to take the AP exam.

Literature and Film
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite:  None
1 Semester, Credit .5 unit, Non-Academic Credit

Students will read, watch, review, and analyze various literary adaptations as they go from the written word on
the page (short stories, novels, Memoirs, etc.) to the spoken word on the big screen.  Students will walk away
with a better understanding of both film and literature as explored through the lenses of literary elements and
cinematic techniques.

Creative Writing
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: English 10AA with a minimum grade of C and currently scheduled for English 11 or 12
1 Semester

This course will provide instruction in creative writing through a variety of styles including, but not limited to,
poems, stories, songs, viewpoints, and descriptive writing. Journals will be kept and portfolios will be
maintained throughout the class. Instruction will be centered around the writing standards in Ohio’s Learning
Standards for English Language Arts.

7



Speech
Grade Level 9-12
Prerequisite:  None
1 Semester

This course covers subject matter and experiences in speech.  A wide spectrum of studies and activities from
the scientific (voice science) through the humanistic (rhetoric) will be taught.  Behavioral science (group
dynamics), as well as the artistic oral interpretation of literature will also be taught.

Literacy for Life
Grade level: 7-8
Prerequisite: none
1 Semester

This is designed as a topical course that can cover the different aspects of English Language Arts. Instruction
will be centered around the standards in Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language Arts.

Mathematics
Math 7 AA
Grade Level 7
Prerequisite: Math 6, Instructor Recommendation
2 Semesters

RATIOS AND PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS
• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and mathematical problems.
THE NUMBER SYSTEM
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide

rational numbers.
EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS
• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.
• Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations.
GEOMETRY
• Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships between them.
• Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, circles, area, surface area, and volume.
STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY
• Use sampling to draw conclusions about a population.
• Broaden understanding of statistical problem solving.
• Summarize and describe distributions representing one population and draw informal comparisons between
two populations.
• Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability models.

Math 8 AA
Grade Level 8
Prerequisite: Math 7, Instructor Recommendation
2 Semesters

THE NUMBER SYSTEM
• Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and approximate them by rational numbers.
EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS
• Work with radicals and integer exponents.
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• Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations.
• Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear equations.
FUNCTIONS
• Define, evaluate, and compare functions.
• Use functions to model relationships between quantities.
GEOMETRY
• Understand congruence and similarity using physical models, transparencies, or geometry software.
• Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem.
• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres.
STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY
• Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data.

Algebra 1 AA
Grade Level 8-9
Prerequisite: Math 8 or Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

This course is designed to emphasize the study of multiple representations of linear and nonlinear functions.  It
includes mathematical concepts for working with rational numbers, various expressions, analyzing and solving
linear equations & inequalities, data analysis, probability, statistics, and polynomials.  Students will use
hands-on materials and calculators when needed in solving problems where the Algebra concepts are applied.

Geometry AA
Grade Level 9-10
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit from Algebra 1, Instructor Recommendation
2 Semesters

This course is designed to emphasize the study of the properties and applications of common geometric figures
in two and three dimensions.  It includes the study of transformations and right triangle trigonometry.
Inductive and deductive thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and applications to the real
world are stressed.  It also emphasizes writing proofs to solve (prove) properties of geometric figures.

Algebra 2 AA
Grade Level 10-11
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit from Geometry, Instructor Recommendation
2 Semesters

This course is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts.  It develops advanced algebra skills such
as systems of equations, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, quadratics, and concepts and
includes the study of trigonometric functions.  It also introduces matrices and their properties.  The content of
this course is important for students’ success on both the ACT and college mathematics entrance exams.

Pre-Calculus
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit from Algebra 2, Instructor Recommendation
2 Semesters

Precalculus is a thoughtful introduction to advanced studies leading to calculus. The course briefly reviews
linear equations, inequalities, and systems and moves purposefully into the study of functions. Students then
discover the nature of graphs and deepen their understanding of polynomial, rational, exponential, and
logarithmic functions. Scaffolding rigorous content with clear instruction, the course leads students through an
advanced study of trigonometric functions, matrices, and vectors. The course concludes with a short study of
probability and statistics.

Statistics and Probability
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit fromAlgebra 2, Instructor Recommendation
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2 Semesters

This course provides an elementary introduction to probability and statistics with applications.  Topics include:
basic combinatorics, random variables, probability distributions, Bayesian inference, hypothesis testing,
confidence intervals, and linear regression.

AP Calculus AB
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Students must have passed Precalculus with at least a B and receive teacher approval.
2  Semesters
AP courses in calculus consist of a full high school academic year of work and are comparable to calculus
courses in colleges and universities. It is expected that students who take an AP course in calculus will seek
college credit, college placement, or both from institutions of higher learning.

This topic outline is intended to indicate the scope of the course, but it is not necessarily the order in which the
topics need to be taught:

● Functions, Graphs, and Limits Analysis of graphs.
● Derivatives
● Integrals

AP Statistics
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 with a grade of B or higher and receive teacher approval.
2  Semesters

CCP MAT 1450- Introductory Statistics
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Sinclair Application CCP process/admittance completed prior to deadline, teacher/counselor approval.
Algebra 2 with a grade of B or higher.
2  Semesters

This course is taught by a Spencer educator and through Sinclair College. An introduction to the fundamentals
of ideas of statistics, including statistical methods to gather, analyze and present data; fundamentals of
probability; statistical distributions, sampling distributions, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, Chi-square
tests, regression and correlation. This course is taught in conjunction with Probability and Statistics at Spencer.

CCP MAT 1470- College Algebra
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Sinclair Application process/admittance completed prior to deadline, teacher/counselor approval. Algebra 2
with a grade of B or higher.
1  Semester

This course is taught by a Spencer educator and through Sinclair College. Polynomial, radical, rational,
exponential and logarithmic functions and their graphs; roots of polynomial functions, rational and polynomial
inequalities, systems of linear and nonlinear equations; matrices; and applications.

Music
Intermediate Band
Grades 7-10
Prerequisite: 5th and 6th grade band and Director approval
2 Semesters

Students will learn how to perform music of various meters and styles, including but not limited to, 4/4, 3/4, 2/4,
and 6/8 time.  Likewise, students will learn how to play musically in a variety of keys such as B-Flat, E-Flat, F, and
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A-Flat Major.  Finally, students will begin to focus on not just their individual sound, but also the overall sound
of the ensemble, focusing on details like dynamics, alignment, and articulation.  This is a yearlong class that
meets every day.

Concert Band
Grades 9-12
Prerequisite: Intermediate Band and  Director Approval
2 Semesters

Students will demonstrate musicality and attention to detail in every piece they play, moving past notes and
rhythms, and focusing on the details that make music come to life.  Students will be exposed to asymmetrical
meters, unusual key signatures, and challenging music that tests their technical and musical abilities. Students
are expected to practice outside of class! This is a yearlong class that meets every day.

Beginning Strings
Grade Level: 7-12
Prerequisite: None
2 Semesters

This course provides an introduction to and drills in the basic skills of playing a stringed instrument (violin,
viola,  cello, or bass).  Emphasis is placed on the individual student’s ability to produce a good tone, play in first
position on all four strings, and have basic skills in reading music.  Students are given an introduction to
ensemble playing by performing in at least one public concert.  Students will be provided the necessary
instruments (supply permitting), and student’s may rent an instrument from local shops with recommendation
from the teacher.  Any sheet music or text book will be provided by the district, as well as any supplies needed
to rehearse and perform. Performance attire for girls is a white  shirt/blouse and black knee-length skirt or
longer/black dress slacks and black dress shoes.  Performance attire for boys is a white shirt and black dress
pants with black socks and black dress shoes.

Intermediate String Orchestra
Grade Level: 7-12
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval (certain baseline skills/techniques required)
2 Semesters

This ensemble serves as the second year class to continue the development of skills learned in Beginning
Strings, the prerequisite to this course.  Emphasis is placed on proper bow hold and strengthening left hand
technique along with ensemble playing.  Students may audition with the director individually to skip the
prerequisite requirement, and will need to show full understanding of all necessary skills to do so.  The
Intermediate String Orchestra will perform two public concerts.  Students will be provided the necessary
instruments (supply permitting), and student’s may rent an instrument on their own from local shops with
recommendation from the teacher.  Any sheet music or method book will be provided by the district, as well as
any supplies needed to rehearse and perform.  Performance attire for girls is a white  shirt/blouse and black
knee-length skirt or longer/black dress slacks and black dress shoes.  Performance attire for boys is a white shirt
and black dress pants with black socks and black dress shoes.

Physical Education & Health
Physical Education, Semester 1/Senior High Health
Grade Level 9
Prerequisite:  None
2 Semesters (1 semester PE, 1 semester Health)
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Learn to take responsibility for your health and well being.

Spend one semester participating in activities that will incorporate fundamental motor skills, body control,
balance, and physical fitness.  Students will also learn appropriate skills for leisure sport and games, cognitive
functioning , and stress management.

Spend another semester doing educational activities that promote understanding, attitudes, and practices
consistent with individual, family, and community healthier needs.  These two classes are enrolled in
conjunction with each other.

Physical Education, Semester 2
Grade Level 10-12
Prerequisite:  Physical Education 1/Senior High Health
1 Semester

Continue to build physical literacy through improvement in fundamental motor skills, body control, balance,
and physical fitness.  Sport units will be semester dependent.  It is recommended that students enrolling in this
class enroll in the opposite semester than the one taken in conjunction with health.

*Students may opt out of their second semester of physical education by successfully completing 2 seasons of
interscholastic athletics in grades 9th - 11th.

Physical Fitness
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite:  Completed 1 Semester of Physical Education, Access to IHT Heart Rate Monitor

Daily involvement is emphasized in an exercise program stressing development of strength, flexibility, and
endurance of various muscle groups; body balance, coordination, and cardiovascular efficiency.  A pre-test and
post-test are given so that each student knows the gains made in each area listed above.

Students will either have to purchase an IHT Heart Rate Monitor for personal use or have access to one from
the school that will be lent out to them for use during the semester.

Science
Science 7 AA
Grade Level 7
Prerequisite: Science 6AA
2 Semesters

Students will learn the academic content required per the Ohio Learning Standards.  Students will build upon
key concepts learned in prior grades.  Students will build a stronger foundational understanding in life science
and physical science.  Students will learn lab safety and enhance their understanding of content by running
experiments and participating in Challenge- Based or Problem Based Learning experiences.  Students will learn
skills to help prepare them for high school level academics.

Science 8 AA
Grade Level 8
Prerequisite: Science 7AA
2 Semesters

Students will learn the academic content required per the Ohio Learning Standards.  Students will build upon
key concepts learned in prior grades.  Students will build a stronger foundational understanding in life science,
physical science and earth science.  Students will learn lab safety and enhance their understanding of content
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by running experiments and participating in Challenge- Based or Problem Based Learning experiences.
Students will learn skills to help prepare them for high school level academics.

Biology AA
Grade Level 9
Prerequisite: Science 8AA
2 Semesters

An introduction to the unifying principles of life with emphasis on cell structure and function, heredity, the
interdependence of life, and evolution. Laboratory is designed to reinforce lecture topics and develop
analytical skills essential to the practice of biology.

Chemistry AA
Grade Level 10
Prerequisite: Students should have successfully completed or be concurrently taking Algebra I.
2 Semesters

Chemistry explores how the molecular structure of matter interacts, combines or changes over time. Laboratory
work reinforces concepts in lecture, and also provides a review of fundamental topics that are essential for
future coursework in science.

Environmental Science
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit from Biology AA and Chemistry AA
2 Semesters

This is an introductory course exploring the environment, its resources and quality, and ethical issues
surrounding those topics. Environmental science is the study of the natural sciences in an interdisciplinary
context that always includes consideration of people and how they have influenced various systems around us.
It includes many aspects of biology, earth and atmospheric sciences, fundamental principles of chemistry and
physics, human population dynamics, and an appreciation for the Earth and its natural resources.

AP Environmental Science
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Passed and received credit from Biology AA, Chemistry AA  and Algebra 1
2 Semesters

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester introductory college
course in environmental science. The AP Environmental Science course is designed to engage students with
the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships within the
natural world. The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made environmental
problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions for
resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology,
biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography.

AP Biology
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite:  Passed and received credit from Biology, Chemistry and Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

The AP Biology course is equivalent to a two-semester college introductory biology course for biology majors.
AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of biology
through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular processes, energy
and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions.

AP Chemistry
Grade Level 11-12
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Prerequisite:  Passed and received credit from Chemistry, Algebra 2 and Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during
the first college year. The AP Chemistry course provides students with a college-level foundation to support
future advanced coursework in chemistry. Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through
inquiry-based investigations, as they explore content such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and
bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium.

AP Physics I
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite:  Passed and received credit from geometry and be concurrently taking Algebra II or an equivalent
course and Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

AP Physics 1 is a full-year course that is the equivalent of a first-semester introductory college course in
algebra-based physics. AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students
cultivate their understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations as they explore these topics:
kinematics; dynamics; circular motion and gravitation; energy; momentum; simple harmonic motion; torque
and rotational motion; electric charge and electric force; DC circuits; and mechanical waves and sound.

Astronomy
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: Students must have passed biology and chemistry.
2 Semesters

Astronomy is the study of the solar system.  This introductory course will provide the student with an overview
of the scientific method, the universe and the conditions, properties, and motions of bodies in space. In
addition, The content will include a historical perspective of astronomy and instruments used to discover solar
bodies.

Social Studies
Social Studies 7 AA Ancient World History
Grades Level 7
Prerequisite: Social Studies 6
2 Semesters

This course focuses on the study of major events, individuals, ideas, and changes in the ancient world from the
Neolithic Revolution through the Roman Empire. An emphasis will be placed on ancient Egypt, the ancient
Middle East, ancient India, ancient China, ancient Greece, and ancient Rome. Ultimately, we will be studying
people, their beliefs, their actions, and the results of their actions. Students will make connections between past
events and current issues. They will analyze, critique, and discuss primary and secondary history sources. Each
student will think about, write about, and talk about things that have changed the world. They will reenact and
simulate significant moments in history, compare and contrast the lives of people in the past with their lives
today, and contemplate how individuals and groups from the past shaped history so that they will know how to
shape the future. Students will participate in Ohio History Day as part of this course.

Social Studies 8 AA Early American History
Grades Level 8
Prerequisite: Social Studies 7 AA
2 Semesters

14



This class will cover the first part of United States history. The focus of this class will be from the beginnings of
the American continents and European colonization to the Reconstruction Era. Students will focus on a variety
of topics and eras including looking at Native American cultures, exploration, the slave trade, the American
Revolution, the War of 1812, the early Industrial Revolution, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. The purpose of
this course will also be to foster an environment where students seek out knowledge and collaborate with
others. Students will participate in Ohio History Day as part of this course.

Modern World History AA
Grades Level 9
Prerequisite: Social Studies 8 AA
2 Semesters

This course will cover world history from the Renaissance to the present, and will direct students to think
critically about the various forces that combined to shape the world today.  Emphasis will be placed on
geographic impact, the development of civic knowledge/responsibilities, and emerging economic systems
within a chronological context.  This course fulfills the graduation requirement for one credit of social studies
for the regular diploma. Students will participate in Ohio History Day as part of this course.

American History AA
Grade Level 10
Prerequisite: Modern World History
2 Semesters

This course takes students from Reconstruction, post Civil War, through the election of President Obama.
Students will learn about America’s modern history by using online AP and college course materials. The
information is presented in readings and video lectures; students will respond with written work. Students will
interact with numerous primary sources and be charged with creating effective policy decisions. Students will
be challenged to evaluate contradictory information about historic events and will learn to become
independent thinkers. Satisfactory completion of the course will prepare students to take the state mandated
Modern American History End of Course Exam. Students will participate in Ohio History Day as part of this
course

American  Government AA
Grade Level 11
Prerequisite: American History
1 Semester

American Government is a class designed to acquaint students with the origins, concepts, organizations, and
policies of the United States government and political system. To increase comprehension, students will read
and analyze relevant primary and secondary source documents and incorporate these ideas into the assigned
material. Satisfactory completion of the course will prepare students to take the state mandated American
Government End of Course Exam.

African American History
Grade Level 11 - 12
Prerequisite: American History
1 Semester

Ethnic Studies courses operate from the consideration that race and racism have been, and continue to be,
profoundly powerful social and cultural forces in American society.  These courses focus on the experiences of
African Americans, Asian Americans, Chicanas/os and Lantinas/os, Native Americans, and other racialized
peoples in the United States.  Courses are grounded in the concrete situations of people of color, and use a
methodological framing that emphasizes both the structural dimensions of race and racism, and the associated
cultural dimensions.
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Financial Literacy
Grade Level 11 - 12
Prerequisite: American History
1 Semester

This course will provide students with the skills and concepts needed to gain personal and financial
responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investments, and charitable giving in the global community
by exploring the relationship between income and careers, money management, credit and debt management,
risk management and investing, protecting assets and insurance, taxes, and becoming a critical consumer.

AP United States Government and Politics
Grade Level 11
Prerequisite: American History
2 Semesters

AP U.S. Government is a challenging course that will give students an analytical perspective on government and
politics in the United States.  This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S.
politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups,
beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.  Political theory and everyday practice that direct the daily
operation of our government and shape our public policies will be explored.  This course is taught at a college
level and requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for every class.  The purpose of this course is
to prepare the students for the AP Exam in U.S. Government.

AP Human Geography
Grade Level 10-12
Prerequisite: English 9 AA and Modern World History with a grade of B or higher. Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

Advanced Placement Human Geography is an introduction to geographic perspectives on human society.
Human interactions and their settings are studied through spatial, human environment, and regional traditions.
Implications of such study at local, national, and international levels are drawn. The course strives to analyze
such concepts as population, land usage, urban development, cultural distribution, and human organization
through spatial relations. The AP exam is a requirement of the course.  May be taught in a Blended Learning
format by the District.

AP US History
Grade Level 11-12
Prerequisite: American History and Instructor Approval
2 Semesters

Advanced Placement United States History is designed to provide students with a college-level intro course in
the history of our nation. Reading assignments will include the text and a number of readings widely used in
college. Students will learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem,
reliability, and importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.
The AP exam is a requirement of this course.  May be taught in a Blended Learning format by the District.

AP Psychology
Grade Level 11-12
2 Semesters
Prerequisite:  American History and Instructor Approval

The purpose of the AP course in Psychology is to introduce the systematic and scientific study of the behavior
and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Included is a consideration of the psychological
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facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. Students are
exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields
within psychology. Students also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and
practice.

Theater
Creative Drama
Grade Level 9-12
Prerequisite: None
2 Semesters

Drama is a course designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of acting and theatrical performance.
The course explores movement and voice for the actor, basic acting techniques, as well as theater history and
stage production. The basic principles of directing and dramatic criticism are explored through the study of a
major dramatic work. No credit offered for this course.

World Languages
***Three years of Latin are required for graduation from Spencer Center.***

Latin I
Grades Level 7-9
Prerequisite: Students must show proficiency in a native language
2 Semesters

In this course, students will build Novice-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension by communicating in Latin about familiar topics; such as people, families, homes, school, and
common activities; and aspects of ancient, medieval, and modern Latin-speaking and Latin-writing cultures;
such as myths, fables, and daily life. By the end of the course, students will be expected to show at least
Novice-High interpretive reading and listening proficiency and Novice-Mid presentational speaking and
writing proficiency using memorized vocabulary and formulaic phrases within a narrow range of highly familiar
communicative contexts.

Latin II
Grades Level 7-10
Prerequisite: Latin I or equivalent proficiency
2 Semesters

In this course, students will continue to build Novice-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening comprehension by communicating in Latin about familiar topics; such as people, families, homes,
school, and common activities; and aspects of ancient, medieval, and modern Latin-speaking and Latin-writing
cultures; such as myths, fables, and daily life. By the end of the course, students will be expected to show at least
Intermediate-Low interpretive reading and listening proficiency and Novice-High presentational writing and
speaking proficiency using familiar vocabulary and phrases within a growing number of very familiar
communicative contexts.
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Latin III
Grades Level level 8-11, or students with some Intermediate-level experience in Latin
Prerequisite: Latin II or equivalent proficiency
2 Semesters

In this course, students will build Intermediate-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension by communicating in Latin about a growing number of topics and contexts, especially those
related to Latin-speaking cultures, such as myths, fables, and notable figures and events from history. By the
end of the course, students will be expected to show at least emerging Intermediate-Mid interpretive reading
and listening proficiency and Intermediate-Low presentational writing and speaking proficiency within a
growing number of communicative contexts.

Latin IV
Grades Level 9-12
Prerequisite: Latin III or equivalent proficiency
2 Semesters

In this course, students will continue to build Intermediate-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening comprehension by communicating in Latin about a growing number of topics and contexts that are
familiar and of interest to students. The focus of student communication will be extensive reading of unadapted
Latin texts from ancient, medieval, and modern authors. By the end of the course, students will be expected to
show consistent Intermediate-Mid interpretive reading and listening proficiency and emerging
Intermediate-Mid presentational writing and speaking proficiency within a growing number of communicative
contexts.

Latin V/VI
Grade Level 10-12
Prerequisite for Latin V: Latin IV or equivalent proficiency, and instructor approval
Prerequisite for Latin VI: Latin V and instructor approval
2 Semesters

In this course, students will continue to build high Intermediate-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking,
and listening comprehension by communicating in Latin about a wide number of topics and in contexts that
are familiar and of interest to students. The course will be conducted in Latin. The focus of student
communication will be extensive reading of unadapted Latin texts from ancient, medieval, and modern authors.
Because readings and topics covered will vary from year to year, students who have completed Latin V may
retake this course as Latin VI. By the end of the course, students in Latin V will be expected to show
Intermediate-High interpretive reading and listening proficiency and Intermediate-Mid presentational writing
and speaking proficiency within an ever growing number of communicative contexts. Students in Latin VI will
be expected to show strong Intermediate-High or emerging Advanced-Low interpretive reading and listening
proficiency, and emerging Intermediate-High presentational writing and speaking proficiency across a wide
range of communicative contexts. Students in this course are encouraged to sit for the ALIRA Latin Reading
Test to qualify for the foreign-language component of Ohio Seal of Biliteracy.

Spanish I
Grades Level 9-12
Prerequisite: Students must show proficiency in a spoken native language
2 Semesters

In this course, students will build Novice-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension by communicating in Spanish about familiar topics; such as people, families, homes, school,
and common activities; and aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures; such as fables, celebrations, the arts, and
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daily life. By the end of the course, students will be expected to show at least Novice-High interpretive reading
and listening proficiency and Novice-Mid presentational speaking and writing proficiency using memorized
vocabulary and formulaic phrases within a narrow range of highly familiar communicative contexts.

Spanish II
Grades Level 9-12
Prerequisite: Spanish I or equivalent proficiency
2 Semesters

In this course, students will continue to build Novice-level proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening comprehension by communicating in Spanish about familiar topics; such as people, families, homes,
school, and common activities; and aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures; such as fables, celebrations, the arts,
and daily life. By the end of the course, students will be expected to show at least Intermediate-Low interpretive
reading and listening proficiency and Novice-High presentational writing and speaking proficiency using
familiar vocabulary and phrases within a growing number of familiar communicative contexts.

Graduation Requirements

A. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
1. 22 units earned in grades 9-12
2. Minimum of six credit hours per semester. (Must have administrator and counselor approval to have less
hours due to course load)

B. SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Grades 7 – 8:

English: English 7, 8
Fine Arts: A semester of Fine Arts is required in grades 7-8 in either Music, Theatre, or Visual Arts.
Health: Health (1 sem) in grades 8-12.
Latin: Latin I, II, and Latin III are required for students who enter at grade 7 or 8.
Mathematics: Math 7 (does not count for high school credit), Math 8 (does not count for high
school credit), Algebra I, Geometry
Physical Education: Physical Education 7 is required, in addition two semesters of Physical Education
are required in grades 8-12 to meet high school graduation requirements.
Science: Science 7 AA, Science 8 AA
Social Studies: Social Studies 7, Social Studies 8

2. Grades 9 – 12:
English: 9, 10, 11, 12. Students must complete 4 years of high school English
Fine Arts: One Fine Art credit is required in grades 9-12, which could be in Music, Theatre, or Visual
Arts.
Health: Senior High Health (1 sem) in grades 9 -12.
Foreign Language: Three years of Latin are required for all Spencer Center high school students.
Mathematics: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and one more year. Students must complete four years (4
credits) of high school math, with the 4th Math class being a Level 4 Math requirement.
Physical Education: Two semesters are required in grades 8 -12 for high school graduation
requirements.
Science: Biology (grade 9), Chemistry (grade 10) and a third year science elective are required. Physics
is highly recommended for those planning to enter scientific, engineering, health-related, or other
technical fields.
Social Studies: Modern History 9, American History 10, American Government 11, and/or one semester
of Financial Literacy

C. ADDITIONAL STATE OF OHIO GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

ADDITIONAL STATE OF OHIO GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS Class of 2023 and beyond –
click this link to access the State of Ohio graduation requirements.
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements

Rev. 6/22

19

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements

